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passed by the new Assembly.   It was thus obliged to confine
its activity to these two administrative questions, but before
the debates on them are discussed at length, the opening
debate of the Assembly, which treated of questions of eoro-
- mony, must be noticed.   At its first session on September SO,
the oldest deputy present, named Bartauld, took the chair,
and, after the verification of powers, Pastoret was elected first
president of the Legislative Assembly,    As soon as he had
taken his seat on October 5, Georges Coulhon, who sat among
the Jacobins on the extreme left of the Assembly, but who did
not play a very great part in the Legislative Assembly, pro-
posed that the royal chair should be brought from its high
elevation and placed on a level with that of the president,
" For/' said the avocat of Clermont-Ferrand, " the king is only
the first functionary of the people."l   The motion was carried
with great enthusiasm, and Grangonouve, who did not wish
to be outdone in disrespect for the royal person, moved that
all ceremonial titles, such  as "Your Majesty" and " Sire/*
should be dispensed with, which was also carried with enthu-
siasm.   But the next 'Lday the Assembly saw that by such
motions it merely made itself ridiculous, and tho decrees were
reversed.    It then occupied itself for a iew days with the
question of San Domingo, and directed the Minister of War, on
the motion of Vaublanc, to send three thousand soldiers imme-
diately to the colony    The Girondins and the Jacobins alike,
sought to discredit the king and his ministers, and thus pave
the way for a republic.   They occupied themselves at intervals
with attacking the ministry, and they had good reason to do
so when the news of the massacre at Avignon reached the
Assembly.    The details of this terrible event deserve a minute
description, for they illustrate the incompetence of the ministry
and also the disregard of human life which tho anarchy of the
last two years had fostered in Avignon.

It was noticed that m the month of June, 17!) I, three
commissioners, the Abbe Mulob, M. LoHcemj-JJesmaisous, ami
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